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20 iay 1976 


Bear Hr, brti-z: 

I aa writing in concern for the fate of refugees, particularly from Chile, 
who' are .living in .Argentina. 

General Videla’s statement (quoted in the Ksw York Times ) in his inaugural 
address that "For us, respect for human rights is based not on legal man- 
dates or international declarations, 'out is a result of our profound Chris- 
tian convictions on the pre-eminent dignity of man as a fundamental value" 
was Indeed heartening. However, events in Argentina since the coup of march 
2d have r.ot been consistent with this statement. X wish to bring to your, 
attention two incidents in particular: 

')). One day after the coup, on March 25, Argentine police, raided the 
home o:: 'Mario Munoz Salas , a Chilean living it: Buenos Aires. Sr. 
Munoz was not "Sound. S "children' and wife, however, were treated 
brutally by the police, who told Sra. Munoz that if found her hus- 
band would ce shot on sight. 

2) never, days after the coup, on April 10, Mga-flo gnriauez Esbinosa, 
a Chilean" engineer who had been living, in Argentina since late in 
1973, aid his Brazilian acquaintance gegina IlrratMi tr Both disap- 
peared after separately leaving Sr. Enriquez 1 r. hone in Buenos Aires 
and to'. r.y knowledge have not been, seen again. 

The lives of these two Chilean men and this Brazilian woman appear to oe in 
immediate danger: certainly their rights have not been observed, 

Moreover, at this juncture the Argentine government's policy concerning ex- 
pulsion or repatriation ox refugees does not seem altogether clear, although 
its March- 20 Communique provides for Repulsion of foreigners, even those 
who are permanent residents of Argentina, on several new grounds. In view of 
this, in " would appear that numerous refugees who have fled persecution in 
other South' American countries are in danger of being returned from Argen- 
tina to their countries of origin. Two Uruguayans have in fact been forcibly 
returned to Uruguay. Although some Chileans nave obtained visas to travel to 
Europe, ch particular concern is the fate of ten Chilean prisoners in Argen- 
tina (listed below) who are in danger under the stipulations of Communique 
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#4^ of being turned over to the Chilean police: 

<-ravo Moreno, Luis 
gustos Ramirez, Juan Jose 
^Le teller Soiomayor, Sergio 
^ronoz Martinez, Sergio 
MRalma Herrera, Catalina 
/*izarro Hofer, Roberto 
^avilar. de Fizarro, Guillermina Alicia (Pizararo's -wife) 
Rejovitzky, Ernesto Bemardo . ' f • 

/Salinas Alvarez, Gabriel 
/Zavala San Martin, Ximena 

i-iay I request that the appropriate official of the State Department give 
his immediate attention to the twelve Chileans mentionssd above since their 
well-being and perhaps their lives may be in danger? 

Respectfully yours, 

r 

cc: Kobert Driscoll 

Chief, Chilean Political Affairs 
U.S. State Department 

Robert C Hill 

U.S. Ambassador to Argentina 

David K . Popper 
U.S. Ambassador to Chile 

Christopher Dodd 
U.S. House of Representatives 




